
CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
KNOW THE FACTS on the Lee County 
School Board’s Half-Cent Sales Tax 
Referendum! 
IT’S ABOUT KIDS, NOT NUMBERS 
THE PROPOSAL:  Increase the sales tax in Lee 
County by a half-cent, from 6% to 6.5% per 
dollar, to fund school capital projects. 
HOW MUCH MONEY WOULD THE 
SURTAX RAISE? 
Approximately $59 million annually for 10 
years. 
WHAT WOULD THE TAX PAY FOR? 
New school construction, renovation projects, 
safety and security improvements and  
technology upgrades.  By law it cannot pay for 
salaries or bonuses. 
WHEN WILL THE TAX INCREASE EXPIRE? 
The proposal calls for a limit of 10 years with 
the tax expiring on December 31, 2028. 

A NOTE FROM ADMINISTRATION 

It is hard to believe that 
September is here.  We had a 
fantastic opening to the 2018 
school year at Orange 
River.  Our school wide 
focus is on attendance, 
behavior, and classroom 
success.  Students miss out on 
instructional time and learning 
opportunities when they are late 
or not in school. Thank you for 
your support in these three areas 
each and every day! 
This month is Labor Day in the 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

Labor Day– no school Sept. 3 

PTO/SAC 4:30 pm Sept. 6 

Curriculum Night  

5:00 & 5:45 pm 

Sept. 6 

Rosh Hashanah–  

no school 

Sept. 10 

Interims go home Sept. 12 

scout night 6:30 pm Sept. 13 

Fall fundraiser  Sept. 21-

Oct. 5 

AR Blast!  10:00-1:00 Sept. 22 

WHO WOULD PAY THE TAX? 
Everyone who purchases taxable goods would 
pay the extra half-percent sales tax. Exempt 
items like groceries and medications still 
would not be taxed, and the additional half-
percent tax would only be applied to the first 
$5,000 for large purchases. It’s estimated that 
30 percent of the revenue generated would 
come from tourists. 
HOW MUCH WILL I PAY? 
It’s estimated a family of four with an average 
income of $50,000 would pay an additional 
$64 per year. 
This could help fund:  7 New Schools, 1 High 
School Addition, and 2 School Rebuilds 
WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
Stay Engaged By Visiting: 
leeschools.net/changeforchange 
changeforchange@leeschools.net 

Breakfast:  8:30 - 8:45 AM  

School Hours:   8:55 AM - 3:40 PM 

Office Hours:  8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Website:  http://ore.leeschools.net/ 

Phone Number:  (239) 694-1258 

United States -it is a public 
holiday celebrated on the first 
Monday in September. It honors 
the American labor movement 
and the contributions that 
workers have made to the 
strength, prosperity, laws and 
well-being of the country. It is 
the Monday of the long weekend 
known as Labor Day Weekend 
and it is considered the unofficial 
end of summer in the United 
States.  Have a wonderful 
September! 

 
Respectfully yours, 
Mrs. Cayce Staruk/
Principal 
Dr. Jennifer Misewicz/
Assistant Principal 

 

Cathleen O'Daniel Morgan, District 7 
(Chairman) 

Pamela H. LaRiviere, District 5 (Vice Chairman)  

Mary Fischer, District 1 
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WheresTheBusTM  
Signing up is free, simple, and takes less than 5 minutes.  
1. Go to www.WheresTheBus.com.  
2. On the home page, inside the Parents section on the left, click 

on the “Set up account” button. 
3. When prompted, please select Lee County School District. 
4. Enter parent and student information (you will need your 

student’s ID number). 
Once your information is validated, you will receive an e-mail with 
instructions and download information.   
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School Messenger 
The School District of Lee 
County is moving to a new 
system to share important 
information from your child’s 
school and the district.  
SchoolMessenger 
Communicate replaces this 
system, currently known as 
Parentlink, but works very much 
the same way. 
To sign up for your free account 
and download the app, visit 
www.Go.SchoolMessenger.com
Once you have an account, you 
can set your communication 
preferences for calls and emails.  
We have also placed a detailed 
user guide on our website 
www.leeschools.net. 
There is also a way to receive 
text messages, however under a 
rule by the Federal 

Accelerated Reader 
AR Accelerated Reader is a 
computer based program that 
helps students track their 
reading success. Students read 
books on their level and earn 
points as they read and pass 
quizzes on the books.  AR points 
are celebrated with quarterly 
parties. 
 
AR Blast 
Mark your calendar...our 
first AR BLAST! is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
September 22nd from 10:00 
to 1:00.  AR BLASTS! are held 
on Saturday's so that parents can 
come and read with their 
children and see how they take 
AR tests.    
 
 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT BY MRS .  FETTERHOFF 

Curriculum Night 
On Thursday, September 6th, 
we will be having curriculum 
night here at ORE.  This is a 
time for you to come in and 
hear all about what your 
children will be learning this 
year.  There will be two 
sessions, the first at 5:00 and 
the second at 5:45.  The 
teachers will begin their 
presentations at those times 
so you are able to attend 
more than one grade level 
session.  We will also be 
presenting in both Spanish 
and in English so everyone 
can here all about this school 
year!  We will also have 
someone here from the Lee 
County Public Library giving 
out library cards!  We hope 
to see you there!   

*Mindfulness:  Being Aware and Being Present 

Mind Full or Mindful? 

In our busy world, our minds and bodies can get wrapped up 
in our hectic schedules, and time constraints.  We may have a 
hard time slowing down. It is also easy to get stuck thinking 
about things in the past or worrying about the future.  We 
often tend to forget about the here and now. 

The benefits of mindfulness for children and adults are 
plentiful.  Mindfulness can decrease stress and increase 
resilience. Resilience is the ability to bounce back from a 
minor set-back, disappointment, difficult task or 
challenge.  It means being able to accept the difficulty, and 
learn how to handle the situation without unnecessary 

COUNSELOR ’S CORNER BY MRS .  BEDROCK 

ROAR ING READERS BY MRS . NEUBERT 

Communications Commission, 
you must opt in for that service. 
The process is simple and only 
takes a few seconds to complete.  
Simply text any one of these 
words: subscribe, optin or yes to 
the number 67587. 
You will know you were 
successful if you receive the 
following reply message:  
You are registered 4 School 
Messenger notifications. Reply 
STOP to cancel, HELP for help. 
Msg&data rates may apply. Msg 
freq. varies. 
schoolmessenger.com/txt 
Please note, although the district 
does not charge you for this 
service, it does not pay for text 
message charges that may be 
incurred by you for sending or 
receiving text messages. Check 
with your wireless carrier for 
possible charges.  

 

Conversation Starters 
Talking with your children about their day at school helps you 
to know what they are learning about and who their friends are. 
Here are some questions you can ask your children instead of 
“How as your day?” 

 What was something you learned today that you did not 
know yesterday? 

 How did you help someone today? How did someone help 
you? 

 What made you smile today? 

 Who did you sit with at lunch? 

 Who did you play with at recess? What did you play? 

 What was the hardest rule to follow today? 

 What made your teacher smile? What made your teacher 
frown? 

 If you could switch seats with anyone in class, who would it be? 
Why? 

 What is happening in your AR book? 

 How were you a friend today? 

worrying. Mindfulness is bringing our attention to our thoughts and 
our feelings without judgement. 

In some of our classes this year, students will be learning about and 
exploring the concept of mindfulness.  They may begin by practicing 
a quiet moment, and deep breathing techniques. They may talk about 
how staying in the moment can help us handle day to day 
activities.  They will be encouraged to focus on their feelings and how 
to cope with the difficult ones. If we learn how to “stay in the 
moment” we may be able to get through each day being more focused 
and successful.   

Let’s try our best to focus on…thinking, feeling and finally DOING! 

*Elm Street School/K.Marston, M.Ed.    
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